
REDUCE.  

REUSE.  

RECYCLE. 

Natalie Gass, Sustainability Program Coordinator 

Learn about the state of recycling  

and how to be a better environmentalist  

A recording of this webinar will be available on DunedinGov.Com/GreenScene after the presentation. 



The 3 R’s of Sustainability 

Read about the 7 R’s on 

DunedinGov.Com/GreenScene 

https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/the-7-r-s-refuse-reduce-repurpose-reuse-recycle-rot-rethink
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/the-7-r-s-refuse-reduce-repurpose-reuse-recycle-rot-rethink
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/the-7-r-s-refuse-reduce-repurpose-reuse-recycle-rot-rethink
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/the-7-r-s-refuse-reduce-repurpose-reuse-recycle-rot-rethink


The State of Recycling 

 Municipal recycling steadily growing since 1960s 

 China’s “National Sword” policy, enacted in January 

2018: Contamination rate must be 0.5% or lower 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/states-look-for-new-ways-to-recycle-your-plastic-and-paper-11567935001
https://archive.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/web/html/


The State of Recycling 

 Domestic markets shifting and slowly 
growing 

 Public sector, private sector and 
nonprofits collaborating  

 Some recycling programs end or 
changing, others are revamping with 
more education 

 Focus on contamination 

 Focus on zero waste and reducing 
overall waste streams 



Dunedin Recycling Program 

 Mixed recycling: paper, newspaper, plastic bottles, 

glass jars, tin cans 

 Recycling Drop-Off Locations: 

 Lake Haven Recycling Center: 810 Lake Haven Rd 

 This site also has free mulch, a cooking oil receptacle and 

clothing/shoe drop-box 

 Highlander Pool: 1941 Ed Eckert Drive 

 This site also have a clothing/shoe drop-box 



Where does Dunedin’s recycling go? 

 Recycling is sorted at 

the Materials Recovery 

Facility (MRF) in 

Sarasota, FL 

 Almost all commodities 

are sold to domestic 

markets: Georgia and 

Alabama  

WATCH 

MRF VIDEO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1o0VVdhzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1o0VVdhzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1o0VVdhzw


What to recycle?  



When in doubt, throw it out! 

Pinellas County Recycling Guide Link 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/recycling-directory/pdf/recycling_directory.pdf


No tanglers!  

NO Wires, Clothing hangers, Toys, Clothing, Ropes, 

Garden hoses, Cords, String lights, Plastic bags, Plastic 

wrap, Chains, Electronics, Appliances, Yard Debris  



No Plastic Bags!   

Never bag recyclables 



No PPE or medical equipment  



No Yard Debris, Wood or Misc. Items 



Dunedin Contamination Map 



Dunedin Recycling Guide Sticker Decals 

 If you need a new Dunedin Recycling Guide sticker 

decal for your recycling bin, contact Dunedin Solid 

Waste at 727-298-3215 

Click to download printable recycling guide 

https://www.dunedingov.com/home/showdocument?id=14982


Recycling Tip: Keep it simple!  



Recycling Tip: Nothing smaller than your fist! 

Small yogurt cups, shredded paper, K-cups, sticky-notes, and loose caps go in the garbage. 

Either twist caps on tight or remove completely.   



Recycling Tip: Don’t rely on the Recycling Symbol 

If an item has the recycling symbol, it 

doesn’t mean it’s always recyclable  

in your local program.  

 



No batteries or electronics in the 

recycling or garbage!  

Keep workers safe!  



Pinellas County Household Electronics & 

Chemical Collection Program (HEC3) 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/mobileoptions.htm


Other Recycling Programs 



Reuse 



Reuse & Upcycle Items!  

 Ask yourself, “How can I reuse this item?” 

 Craft  

 Storage  

 To-go container  

 Décor  

 Cleaning 

 Toys  



Reuse, Re-grow, Re-eat! 

 How to grow fruits and 

veggies from food scraps 

 Using vegetable scraps for 

broth 

Reducing food waste is the 

3rd most important action 

in fighting climate change. 

-Drawdown 

http://www.eatingwell.com/article/290729/how-to-grow-fruits-vegetables-from-food-scraps/
http://www.eatingwell.com/article/290729/how-to-grow-fruits-vegetables-from-food-scraps/
https://www.savorylotus.com/how-to-make-vegetable-broth/
https://www.savorylotus.com/how-to-make-vegetable-broth/
https://www.drawdown.org/solutions/reduced-food-waste?fbclid=IwAR0pfoWbSBK1q8FlKIFOOyVWfWiaqDExP7Em9hmsU49V_cpPM0A1W8rCTGE
https://www.drawdown.org/solutions/reduced-food-waste?fbclid=IwAR0pfoWbSBK1q8FlKIFOOyVWfWiaqDExP7Em9hmsU49V_cpPM0A1W8rCTGE


Reuse & Upcycle Items! 

Reusing helps you reduce the amount of materials you place in the garbage and recycling, which is the goal!  

Reuse Grow Enjoy Link 

Ways to Reuse 

everyday items 

https://reusegrowenjoy.com/ways-to-reuse-everyday-items/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=634154416_20087430_507472


Reuse reusables!  

 Don’t feel the need to buy new reusable items, use 

what you have!  

DIY Zero-Waste Kit 

• Bag 

• Cloth napkin 

• Tupperware  

• Jars  

• Fork, knife, spoon 

• Reusable water bottle 



Reduce 



Reduce 

 On average, Americans produce 5.91pounds of 

garbage per day.  

 On average, Pinellas County residents produce 

12.16 pounds of garbage per day 

Source: Pinellas County Solid 

Waste 30 Year Master Plan 

Tip of the 

iceberg!  

3 days worth of garbage 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/masterplan/documents/master_plan.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/masterplan/documents/master_plan.pdf


How many plastic beverage containers do we 

use in the US every 5 minutes?  

2 Million 

American artist, Chris Jordan, portrays this in his series called, 

Running the Numbers 

5 Minutes 







Every Action Counts!  



How did humans live before the 

“throwaway” culture began? 

Throwaway Living 
DISPOSABLE  ITEMS  CUT DOWN  HOUSEHOLD  CHORES 

1955 



 

Glasses, forks, and dishes! Oh my! 





Reduce food waste  

Compost 



Reduce plastic use  



Shop Smart 



Shop Smart 
 Make a meal plan – 

to reduce food and 
packaging waste 

 Use reusable 
shopping bags 

 

 Use reusable 
produce bags 

 

 Shop in bulk using 
reusable containers 

 

 Buy local products 

 55 Ways to Reduce 
Kitchen Waste 

 

Shop Smart 

 

 

50 Ways to Live More 

Sustainably  

https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/reduce-kitchen-waste
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/reduce-kitchen-waste
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/50-ways-to-live-more-sustainably
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/50-ways-to-live-more-sustainably


Home Waste Audit 

Due to health concerns around COVID-19, wait to do a home waste audit until safe to do so.  

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/how-to-conduct-a-household-waste-audit.php


Quick plug on next webinar! 

Register here! 

Thursday, June 11th, 2020 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3115701899673555728


= 



= 







Pinellas County STEAM 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/PDF/PinellasSTEAM.pdf


DunedinGov.Com/GreenScene 

https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/public-works-utilities/solid-waste-recycling/green-scene
https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/public-works-utilities/solid-waste-recycling/green-scene
https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/public-works-utilities/solid-waste-recycling/green-scene


DunedinGov.Com/Recycling 



Resources & Links 

 Dunedin Green Scene 

 50 Ways to Live More Sustainably 

 55 Ways to Reduce Kitchen Waste 

 7 R’s of Sustainability  

 Dunedin Recycling Program  

 Printable Recycling Guide 

 Pinellas County Recycling Guide 

 Pinellas County Zero Waste & STEAM 

 Pinellas County Household Electronics & Chemical Collection 

 Pinellas County Master Plan (Zero Waste) 

https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/public-works-utilities/solid-waste-recycling/green-scene
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/50-ways-to-live-more-sustainably
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/living-green/reduce-kitchen-waste
https://www.dunedingov.com/live-work-play/dunedin-green-scene/the-7-r-s-refuse-reduce-repurpose-reuse-recycle-rot-rethink
https://www.dunedingov.com/city-departments/public-works-utilities/solid-waste-recycling/recycling-information
https://www.dunedingov.com/home/showdocument?id=14982
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/recycling-directory/pdf/recycling_directory.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/PDF/PinellasSTEAM.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/mobileoptions.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/masterplan/documents/master_plan.pdf


Resources & Links Continued  

 Home Waste Audit 

 Ways to Reuse Everyday Items 

 Regrow food from food scraps 

 Homemade vegetable broth from food scraps 

 DRAWDOWN project  

 Videos:  

 Materials Recovery Facility (Recycling Sorting Plant 

Video) 

 

 

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/how-to-conduct-a-household-waste-audit.php
https://reusegrowenjoy.com/ways-to-reuse-everyday-items/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=634154416_20087430_507472
https://reusegrowenjoy.com/ways-to-reuse-everyday-items/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes&utm_term=634154416_20087430_507472
http://www.eatingwell.com/article/290729/how-to-grow-fruits-vegetables-from-food-scraps/
http://www.eatingwell.com/article/290729/how-to-grow-fruits-vegetables-from-food-scraps/
https://www.savorylotus.com/how-to-make-vegetable-broth/
https://www.drawdown.org/solutions/reduced-food-waste?fbclid=IwAR0pfoWbSBK1q8FlKIFOOyVWfWiaqDExP7Em9hmsU49V_cpPM0A1W8rCTGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1o0VVdhzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1o0VVdhzw


Questions? 

 Use the chat box to submit questions! 

 

Contact 
 

Natalie Gass 

Sustainability Coordinator 

City of Dunedin  

 

ngass@dunedinfl.net 

727-298-3215   

x1324 

 

mailto:ngass@dunedinfl.net

