

[bookmark: _GoBack]105-34 - LANDSCAPE PLAN 
All sites required to have new landscaping shall submit a landscape plan signed and sealed by a Registered Landscape Architect (registered in Florida) no smaller than 24" × 36" (unless otherwise approved) with a scale not to exceed 1" = 30'. The landscape plan shall include the following information: 
(A)	Site layout including all proposed and existing structures, retention ponds, parking areas, driveways, entryways, walkways, location of signage and light poles, overhead wires and the location of existing trees. 
(B)	All required landscape buffers shall be delineated along with dimensions for the buffer width. 
(C)	All areas to be utilized as interior landscape areas shall be delineated by shading or cross-hatching or other methods used to delineate. Calculations shall be provided showing the total vehicular use area (VUA) in square feet and the total area devoted for interior landscape areas shown by total square feet and expressed as a percentage of the total VUA. 
(D)	The location of all trees, shrubs, groundcover and turf grass. Each tree shall be depicted with a keyed symbol. Shrubs and groundcover can be depicted individually or as a mass if the spacing is provided. 
(E)	A planting schedule/table showing the quantity of each plant to be used along with the common names and botanical names including cultivars of all plant species to be used in the landscape design. Also, the specifications for trunk caliper for trees and overall height, container size and nursery grade of all trees, shrubs and groundcovers. 
(F)	Details for staking and planting.
(G)	Details for soil preparation.
(H)	Complete irrigation schematic detailing the type of irrigation system(s) to be used and the location of irrigation lines. 
(I)	A North arrow and site elevations.
(J)	The name and address of the property owner and the Landscape Architect.
(K)	The date the plan was completed.
(L)	The landscape plan shall include the site boundaries and the zoning classifications for abutting properties. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.1 - Certification of Compliance Required for Landscaping Prior to Issuance of Certificate of Occupancy 
Upon completion of improvements, an inspector shall inspect all required landscaping for compliance with the approved landscape plan and other requirements of this division. A certificate of compliance shall be issued by the inspector before a certificate of occupancy can be issued for any related structure. When occupancy of a related building is desired prior to completion of the required landscaping, a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued if a financial guarantee acceptable in form to the City attorney is provided. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.2 - Appeals 
See Chapter 109, Division 2. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.3 - Landscaping Standards 
Landscaping shall consist of any of the following or combination thereof: Material such as, but not limited to, trees, shrubs, palms, vines, groundcover or turf grass. In addition, nonliving durable material may be used to complement but not to be credited as landscaping. These materials include, but are not limited to, rocks, stones, gravel, and mulch. Walls or fences can be credited as screening devises where permitted herein. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4 - Plant Materials 
Plant materials used to comply with the provisions of this subdivision shall be of a species listed in Appendix B Landscape Plant List (unless otherwise approved) and conform to the standards as outlined in § 105-42.8.1 Quality through § 105-42.8.7 Turf Grass. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.1 - Quality 
All plant material utilized to meet the provisions of this subdivision shall have a minimum quality of Florida Grade #1 as consistent with the Florida Grades and Standards for nursery plants, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, 2nd Edition 1998 or as amended. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.2 - Trees 
Trees utilized to meet the provisions of this chapter shall be of a species listed in Appendix B Landscape Plant List and at the time of installation have a minimum trunk caliper of 2 inches and a minimum overall height of 8 feet. Fifty percent (50%) of the trees utilized must be of a native species as specified in Appendix B Landscape Plant List, unless market conditions are such that native plants are not available from wholesale native nurseries and the City waives in whole or part the requirement for native species. To provide for a sustainable tree canopy new landscaping shall provide species diversity per the following formula: 
	Total Quantity of Trees
	Minimum Number of Species

	1—5
	1

	6—10
	2

	11—20
	3

	21—30
	4

	31—40
	5

	41 and over
	6


 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.3 - Shrubs 
Shrubs shall be an evergreen species and be a minimum of 18 inches in height when measured from grade to the top horizontal plane of the plant. Shrubs where required, shall be planted with a maximum spacing of 3 feet on center and maintained to form a continuous, unbroken, solid visual screen within a maximum period of 3 years after time of planting. 75 percent of the shrubs planted shall be species with at least moderate drought tolerance as specified in Appendix B Landscape Plant List, and fifty percent (50%) must be of a native species as specified in Appendix B Landscape Plant List, unless market conditions are such that native plants are not available from wholesale native nurseries and the City waives in whole or part the requirement for native species. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.4 - Palms 
Palms shall have a minimum clear trunk of 8 feet above grade and be of a species listed in Appendix B Landscape Plant List. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the palms utilized to meet the provisions of this section shall be native species and seventy-five percent (75%) shall be species with at least moderate drought tolerance as specified in Appendix B Landscape Plant List. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.5 - Vines 
Vines shall be a minimum of 30 inches in height immediately after planting and used in conjunction with fences, screens or walls as specified herein. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.6 - Groundcovers 
Groundcovers shall be installed with a maximum spacing of one foot on center. Groundcovers shall be planted in such a manner as to present a neat finished appearance and shall provide complete coverage within 18 months after planting. Groundcovers shall be maintained to not exceed an overall height of 24 inches (properties designated as preservation areas shall not be required to meet these standards). Seventy five percent (75%) of the groundcovers planted shall be of a drought tolerant species variety as specified in Appendix B Landscape Plant List. In the interest of water conservation, groundcovers are encouraged to be used in lieu of turf grass in whole or in part. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.7 - Turf Grass 
Turf grass areas shall be planted and grown as permanent lawns using species or varieties that are approved by the City. Turf grass shall be installed as sod or plugs or can be sprigged or seeded. Swales and other areas that are susceptible to erosion shall be planted in complete coverage with sod unless otherwise specified by the City. Turf shall be maintained at a maximum overall height of 10" or less. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.4.8 - Prohibited Plantings 
Vegetation which is deemed to be a hazard to public safety is prohibited from planting in a City owned right-of-way. Examples of prohibited vegetation include plants with pronounced thorns or poisonous fruit including but not limited to Spanish bayonet (Yucca aloifolia), century plant (Agave parryi) bougainvillea species, and angel trumpet (Brugmansia sp). The City of Dunedin retains the right, by ownership, to remove plants deemed to be a public hazard. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.5 - Installation, Maintenance, Irrigation and Establishment of Landscape Plants 
105-34.5.1 - Installation 
All landscape plants shall be installed in a manner consistent with the ANSI A300, Part 6 standards and the following specifications: 
(A)	All wire baskets shall be removed from the upper one-third of the root ball for trees and palms at the time of planting. 
(B)	All synthetic burlap or other non-degradable material shall be removed from the upper one-third of all root balls at the time of planting. 
(C)	All stakes and associated staking material shall be removed from trees and palms within one year of initial installation. 
(D)	All root balls for trees and shrubs shall be planted slightly above grade.
(E)	Existing soils shall be compatible for the proposed plants in regard to texture and soil pH. Soils that were used as pavement sub-base must be completely excavated and replaced with a medium textured loamy soil. All rubble and foreign material shall be removed from existing soils. 
(F)	Linear and mass planting beds shall be mulched with a minimum of three inches of organic type mulch such as bark, leaves, or pine needles to decrease soil moisture evaporation. Eco-friendly mulches such as melaleuca mulch and eucalyptus mulch are recommended. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.5.2 - Maintenance 
For all uses - commercial, industrial and residential - the property owner, tenant and/or agent shall be jointly and severally responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping required by the provisions herein and as follows: 
(A)	All landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy growing condition.
(B)	Trees and palms are subject to the provisions of § 105-35 Trees and to the maintenance standards described therein, and are exempt from § 105-42.9.2(D) below. Dead and nearly dead fronds shall be removed from palms. 
(C)	All landscaped areas shall be maintained in a healthy, neat and orderly appearance and shall be kept free from refuse and debris. 
(D)	The responsibility for maintenance as set forth in this section shall include only the front yard and secondary front yard curblawns within right-of-way areas outside the property line abutting the site. 
(E)	Shade tree species shall not be topped, shaped or lion-tailed.
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.5.3 - Irrigation 
All landscaped areas shall be provided with an automatically timed and controlled, permanent irrigation system meeting the following requirements: 
(A)	Trees, shrubs, palms, vines and groundcovers planted in individual, lineal or mass configurations shall be irrigated by low volume drip emitter, porous pipe or similar means in the interest of conserving the public's diminishing water resources. 
(B)	The watering of lawns and planting beds is prohibited during peak daylight hours (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) with the exception of newly planted landscaping which can be watered daily within 30 days of planting. During advertised water emergencies see § 78-221 . 
(C)	Drip irrigation can be used during daylight hours as water is emitted slowly and evaporation is minimal. 
(D)	Irrigation installed within the critical root zone (CRZ) of an existing tree shall be installed above grade. 
(E)	All irrigation shall include a rain sensor shut-off device.
(F)	Any irrigation system connected to a public potable water supply shall have a backflow preventer at the service connection. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
105-34.5.4 - Establishment 
The City will conduct an annual inspection of properties with required landscaping to determine if the provisions of this chapter in regards to plant health and site appearance are in compliance. The following will be taken into consideration of the determination: 
(A)	All landscape plants utilized to meet the provisions of this section are required to be maintained in a healthy growing condition and all landscape areas shall have a neat and orderly appearance and be free of debris and weeds. 
(B)	All irrigation systems shall be functioning properly and providing adequate coverage to all landscape plants. 
(C)	Landscaped areas shall require protection from vehicular encroachment (encroachment is defined as any protrusion of a vehicle outside of a parking space, display area or access way into a landscaped area). 
(D)	Landscape material shall be prevented from growing into public sidewalks and obstructing pedestrian traffic. 
(E)	The owner and tenant shall be jointly and severally responsible to maintain the premises as set forth in this division and failure of the owner or tenant of the property to maintain the premises as set forth in this section shall make them liable for the penalties as set forth in Section 1-15, General Penalties; Continuing Violations of the City of Dunedin Code of Ordinances, or such penalty as may be imposed by the City code enforcement board or other such penalty that may be lawfully imposed. 
(Ord. No. 15-31, § 1, 1-7-2016) 
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