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HAC Members present: Susan Humphreys (Chair), Chris McLaughlin (Secretary), Patricia Jennings, Pam 
Hillestad & Donna Moore (Alternate). 

Excused absences: Elizabeth Grant, Steve Fasnacht. 
Vacancies: Victor Johantges (Member/Vice-Chair) resigned since the last meeting.  Alternate position 
vacant since January 2019. 
City Staff: Lanie Sheets (Parks and Recreation Superintendent) could not attend. 
Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Chair Humphreys with 14 people present. 
 
Housekeeping Notes: 

• A quorum was present in accordance with City Resolution 03-11, General Provisions, Section 1. 
 
Hammock Trail Races:  City Parks & Recreation staff Jorie Peterson (Special Events Coordinator) and 
Chris Hoban (Athletics Specialist) discussed the schedule of +/-5-foot races to be held in the Hammock in 
2020.  Dunedin High School will hold several meets (dates were not yet specified), Academie Da Vinci 
Run for Arts will race on February 22 at 9am and the Dunedin Highland Trail Run is being held on April 4. 

• Ms. Hillestad noted that the February 22 race may conflict with approximately 20 volunteers 
surveying a predetermined grid for gopher tortoise burrows February 16-29.  This activity is 
being put on by the Friends of the Hammock (FotH) with George Heinrich of Ecological Services.  
The suggestion was for FotH to pre-plan a grid that won’t conflict with the race route. 

• Ms. Jennings offered to put notices in kiosks a week prior to the races and the City staff said 
they were considering “real-estate-style” signs noticing the public which trails are closed during 
races.  The Hammock would technically remain open during foot races. 

• It was also noted that the two bridges over Cedar Creek are scheduled to be replaced in late 
January/February and this may affect the February 22 race route. 

 
The absences of Ms. Grant & Mr. Fasnacht were excused by discussion.  Chair Humphreys noted that 
Mr. Johantges resigned his Member position (the City’s website confirms the new vacancy). 
 
Meeting Minutes:  The November 12, 2019 HAC Minutes were reviewed.  Motion #1 (Ms. Jennings):  
Approve the Minutes as submitted.  Ms. Hillestad seconded.  With no discussion, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Supervisor’s Report (Ms. Sheets):  As Ms. Sheets was absent, no report was given. 

 
Stormwater Advisory Committee (SAC) Report (Ms. Grant):  As Ms. Grant was absent, no report was 
given.  The most recent SAC meeting was held on January 7th.  A notice of a Public Meeting to provide an 
overview of the 2020 Stormwater Master Plan was included in this month’s utility bills.  It will be held 
February 4 at 5:30pm-8pm at the Hale Activity Center, 330 Douglas Avenue. 
 
Committee on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Report (Hans Hillestad): Mr. Hillestad resigned from the 
CEQ, therefore no report was given. 
 
Old Business: 

• Membership –Two vacant positions exist, and concern was shared about the ability to fill them 
with fresh faces since term limits for boards & committees have been imposed by the City. 
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o 5 applications were provided by the City for review.   Of these, 1 did not meet the 
residency requirement (required per Resolution 03-11, Section 3), 1 is married to a 
current HAC member (prohibited per Resolution 99-13), thus leaving 3 considered 
applicants. 

o After discussion, Motion #2 (Ms. Hillestad):  The HAC recommends Robert Spangler to 
fill the vacant Member position.  Chair Humphreys seconded.  With no discussion, the 
motion passed unanimously. 

o After discussion, the HAC recommended that the City contact Tiffany Nozicka on her 
willingness (as her application was submitted in 2018) to fill the vacant Alternate 
position. 

• Officer Elections – After discussion, Motion #3 (Secretary McLaughlin):  Approve the slate for 
2020/2021 HAC officers to be Chair Sue Humphreys, Vice-Chair Robert Spangler, and Secretary 
Chris McLaughlin.  Ms. Jennings seconded.  With no discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

• Management Plan Recommendations – Chair Humphreys distributed a document she authored 
to include with the HAC annual letter to the City Commission (see attached).  The document 
summarized action items the HAC discussed and opined needed to be implemented per the 
2013 Hammock Park Management Plan prepared by King Engineering.  The annual letter will be 
presented at the March HAC meeting for review 

• Meet or Walk the Hammock – Due to possible violations of the Sunshine Law and logistics in 
accommodating those with special needs, it was agreed that a meeting or a walk in the 
Hammock as a committee would not be feasible. 

• Meeting Schedule – The cancelled September meeting caused a 3-month gap between HAC 
meetings.  It was agreed the bimonthly schedule should continue, however. 
 

New Business: 

• Motorized Bikes – The advent of bicycles and scooters powered by batteries has revealed this to 
be a safety issue for pedestrians and hikers.  Motion #4 (Ms. Hillestad): Motioned to advise the 
City to ban all motorized vehicles in the park, with certain exceptions for authorized vehicles and 
vehicles assisting those with special needs.  Ms. Jennings seconded.  With no discussion, the 
motion passed unanimously. 

• Rock Garden – The large stones serving as a border for the rock garden near Andrews Memorial 
Chapel were painted by someone, presumably in a graffiti fashion.  The Rock Garden was 
originally created to give visitors a drop-off location for small painted rocks that have been 
made popular in recent years.  Motion #5 (Chair Humphreys): Motioned to advise the City to 
remove or replace the border stones.  Secretary McLaughlin seconded.  With no discussion, the 
motion passed unanimously. 

• Bat House – No bats have roosted in the bat house.  The issue was tabled and removed from 
discussion. 

Motion #6 (Chair Humphreys): Motioned to adjourn at 7:40pm. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday, March 9, 2020 at 6:30pm Dunedin Community Center Meeting Room, 1920 
Pinehurst Rd, Dunedin, Florida. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Chris McLaughlin. 
(Management Plan Recommendation letter attached) 



Chris McLaughlin
Text Box
ATTACHMENT: MANAGEMENT PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
(to be included in the HAC annual report to the City Commission)






