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                       2019/2020  
        1st Annual Dunedin Green Scene 
                       School Challenge

Sponsored by the 
City of Dunedin GREEN SCENE



Who is ELIGIBLE? All Dunedin public students. This can be a class, club or school-wide challenge. Students from the same school level compete against other students in the same level (Elementary K-5, Middle 6-8, High School 9-12).

What is the CHALLENGE? This year the focus is on REDUCING WASTE. 

When are DEADLINES? 
August 2019 – Applications available to all participating schools
March 17, 2020 - Deadline for completed challenge and turning in form. 
April 16, 2020 - Awards will be presented during the regular Dunedin Commission Meeting as part of Earth Day Festivities. 


What are the AWARDS? The winner of each school level will receive $100 for the team or individual. There will be 3 awards : Elementary, Middle School and High School. 


Who to CONTACT for questions? Please contact Dunedin Sustainability Coordinator, Natalie Henley at nhenley@dunedinfl.net or 727-298-3215 ext. 1324 if you have any questions. 




Background: 

What do we mean by REDUCING WASTE? Let’s start by identifying waste. Waste is any material, substance, or byproduct eliminated or discarded as no longer useful or required after the completion of a process. Look in the trash or recycling bin. That is waste. Waste can also be water, food or gas that is not properly used or used wastefully. 

Why REDUCE WASTE? The short answer is to save and protect our environment. Materials that are at the end of their life end up in landfills or are incinerated. One reason to reduce waste is to conserve space in our landfills and reduce the need to build more landfills which take up valuable space. Eventually this waste can be a source of air and water pollution when toxins from the waste leach into our ground or become gases that dissipate in our air. We also want to reduce burning waste because it can cause air pollution. Plastic is a huge problem as it will not biodegrade, which means to decay and become absorbed by the environment. The water bottle you use today will be in our environment for a long time.

Do you run the water when you brush your teeth? Does it feel as if the water is never-ending? While the supply seems abundant, water is not a limitless resource, particularly the fresh water necessary to human survival. Without conservation efforts, this vital supply of water may be exhausted.

Reducing water usage also reduces the energy required to process and deliver it to homes, businesses, farms, and communities, which, in turn, helps to reduce pollution and conserve fuel resources. Water is a necessary ingredient to life for people, animals and plants. 

By reducing waste, we are also conserving our resources, protecting the environment and saving money!

What about recycling? Recycling is great, but it’s not magical. Recycling will not solve all of the waste and environmental issues facing our world. When we recycle, we use energy and create new waste which isn’t helpful to our environment. The biggest problem is that there are not enough places that can process all of our recyclable waste. The other issue is that most materials can only be recycled a few times. After that, they must be sent to the landfill because the quality of the material is too poor. The bottom line is: we create too much waste.     
Did you know?



According to National Geographic, “approximately nine million tons of plastic waste end up in the ocean each year, threatening our ecosystems, wildlife and human health.”





The Challenge

Design and execute a project that REDUCES WASTE in your classroom, school, or community. 
Help make Dunedin MORE SUSTAINABLE!

What is Sustainability? Imagine owning a moneybox for your allowance that is always full. No matter how much of your allowance you take out, it keeps refilling. As much as we would like it to do so, the world doesn’t work like that. Money does run out when we keep spending. Many of the things we use every day have a limit on the amount we can use or take out. It might take hundreds or thousands of years for some of them to completely run out, but these “resources” will disappear completely in the future. Some are running out now or causing problems because there isn’t enough for everyone or they are getting harder to find.
Sustainability looks at ways of making sure that these resources last a very long time. The United Nations, a group of people representing all the countries around the world, says that sustainability means “meeting the needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” In other words, “we shouldn’t use up everything today that people of tomorrow will also need.” 
FORM 
  
Dunedin Green Team 2019/2020 Challenge
Due March 17, 2020

Please email form to Natalie Henley, Dunedin Sustainability Coordinator: nhenley@dunedinfl 

Name of School _____________________________________________________________
Name of Team ______________________________________________________________
Name of Advisor ____________________________________________________________
Email of Advisor_______________________ Phone number of Advisor ________________
Name(s) of  students: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Grade Level(s)  _________ (all students on one team must be in same grade range K-5, 6-8 or 9-12)

Please include a separate document for the following :
1. A one to two paragraph description of the project.
a. Overall goals and motivation. 
b. What was your plan and why did you decide to do this. Be as detailed and specific as possible. 
2. Results
a. What are the results of your project? Include statistics and measurements.
b. How do you intend to keep the project going into the future?
Here is an example of the type of information expected : We calculated that students used to throw away 100 juice boxes a day (on average). We replaced our juice boxes with reusable drink containers and eliminated 100 x 160 days = 16,000 juice boxes so far this year. That is equal to 530 pounds of trash that was reduced. 
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