DUNEDIN PATHWAYS TO EDUCATION GUIDE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The City of Dunedin has become increasingly aware of the need to promote sustainable
community partnerships that will enhance the education of students in Dunedin.
Collaboration of City Officials with the Principals of eleven schools in Dunedin through
quarterly meetings further underscored the importance of community and local
government support for schools.

Various initiatives currently provide educational opportunities to students outside the
classroom; however, many teachers, parents and students are unaware of these resources.
Dunedin Pathways to Education (DPE) will be a comprehensive resource guide containing
the following: School partnership opportunities in Dunedin; Educational Programs;
Afterschool Programs; City of Dunedin existing programs, and new initiatives and
scholarships.

RESOURCES

The DPE Resource Guide will provide information on the following:

Adopt-A-Class Program

Blue Jays Stadium Tours

Chamber of Commerce Cultural & Educational Foundation
City of Dunedin Mentoring Program

City of Dunedin Student Government Day

City of Dunedin Youth Advisory Committee

City Hall Tours & Meeting Elected Officials

City Parks & Recreation Programs

City Volunteer and Internship Programs

Community Organizations

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Center/Stirling Skate Park
Dunedin Community Center

Dunedin Fine Art Center Children’s Programs
Dunedin for Youth Fund

Dunedin Highlander Pool

Dunedin Historical Museum
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Dunedin Public Library Programs
ESOL Family Outreach

Girls, Inc.

Great American Teach-In

Green and Healthy Schools Program
Honeymoon Island State Park
National Walk to School Day
OspryCam & Tours

Pinellas County Education Foundation
Read Across America Day

Safe Routes to School Program

5000 Role Models of Excellence Project
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ADOPT-A-CLASSROOM

Adopt-A-Classroom encourages local businesses and the community to partner with
Dunedin Schools by providing financial and moral support to students and teachers.
Adopt-A-Classroom is a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization contributing one-
hundred percent (100%) of all donations to the schools. Donors may register with Adopt-
A-Classroom to contribute any amount with a minimum of twenty-five dollars ($25) per
classroom and all contributions are tax deductible. Adopt-A-Classroom does not send cash
to the teacher. Donations are deposited into an online e-wallet account from which
teachers may use the funds with a network of online vendors affiliated with Adopt-A-
Classroom. Teachers may purchase resources such as learning games, books and other
materials that help them create an engaging and effective classroom learning environment.
Teachers may not use the funds for field trips.

Contact Information
Adopt-A-Classroom

4141 NE 2rd Avenue, #203B
Miami, FL. 33137

(877) 444-7666 or (305) 674-4470
info@adoptaclassroom.org
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BLUE JAYS STADIUM

Fundraising - Dunedin Schools have the opportunity to sell tickets for the 2015 Blue Jays
Spring Training Baseball Season as a fundraiser event. It's easy as 1-2-3! First, select a
game date; second, set your ticket selling price not to exceed $16.00; third, pay back Blue
Jays $8.00 per ticket sold and keep the profits! Schools also have the opportunity to earn
additional money by selling 50/50 raffle tickets during their selected game. It’s a quick, fun
and easy way to make money for your school! Past participants include Dunedin school
PTAs, Music Classes, P.E. Classes and All Pro Dads. We also offer fundraisers throughout
the Florida State League season. Call our office for details.

Player and Mascot Appearances - As part of our dedication to give back to the
community, all player and mascot appearances are free. Requests should be submitted at
least three weeks prior to event date by submitting request form under the community tab
at www.DunedinBlueJays.com. Please note that players can only make appearances

between the months of April - August. DJay our mascot is available year round.

Reading Program - “Bookin’ It to the Ballpark” is geared towards lower elementary aged
kids. Incentives throughout the program include winning baseball game tickets, a pizza
party for your class, and a special “in-class” reading visit from Dunedin Blue Jays Players
and Mascot DJay the Blue Jay.

Education Day - A FREE, fun-filled day at the ballpark for elementary school-aged
children, promoting healthy living on and off the field. Save the date for Tuesday, May 19,
2015 - Dunedin Blue Jays 6t Annual Education Day at the Ballpark. Gates open at 10am;
Game starts at 11am.

Contact Information

Florida Auto Exchange Stadium

Kathi Beckman,

Manager, Group & Retail Sales, Community Relations
373 Douglas Avenue

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727) 738-7052

Kathi.beckman@bluejays.com
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

Hosts the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast and provides a scholarship program for teachers.

Contact Information

Dunedin Chamber of Commerce
Lynn Wargo, President/CEO
301 Main Street

Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)733-3197
foundation@dunedin-fl.com

CITY HALL & DEPARTMENT TOURS

Tours of City Hall, City Departments including Water, Sewer, the Fire Department and the
Pinellas County North District Sheriff's Station Office are available to students upon
request. The Tours will provide students an understanding of City Commission Meetings
and the department operations. Opportunities may be scheduled for students to meet the
Mayor and City Commissioners to learn their responsibilities.

Contact Information

Office of the City Clerk

750 Milwaukee Avenue
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)298-3034
dkirkpatrickl@dunedinfl.net

CITY OF DUNEDIN MENTORING PROGRAM

The City of Dunedin established a Mentoring Program which allows employees to mentor
students in Dunedin Schools for one hour per week. Seven employees completed the
Pinellas County School Board’s Mentoring Training Course and are currently mentoring
students. These employees provide students with support, counsel, reinforcement of
values and constructive examples. The program assists in improving the attitude of
students toward their parents, teachers and peers. Mentors encourage students to remain
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focused on their education and provide a powerful tool to help them achieve their full
potential.

Contact Information

City of Dunedin

Theresa E. Smalling,

Director of Human Resources & Risk Management
750 Milwaukee Ave.

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727)298-3040

(727)298-3052 Fax

tsmalling@dunedinfl.net

CITY OF DUNEDIN YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Youth Advisory Committee addresses issues affecting youth and teens of our
community. Meetings are held every third Thursday of the month at 6:30pm at the MLK, Jr.
Recreation Center. Meetings are open to the general public; previous meeting notes and
minutes are available through the Parks & Recreation Department Administration Office,
(727) 812-4531.

Contact Information
Jocelyn Brodhead
Recreation Coordinator
550 Laura Lane

Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)738-2920
jbrodhead@dunedinfl.net

CITY PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMS

The City of Dunedin Parks & Recreation Department provides a broad range of activities to
enhance the leisure activities of students and to encourage appreciation of our
environmental resources. Students may participate in the following activities at the
Community Center: Summer camps; athletics, including basketball; cheerleading; football;
martial arts; soccer; softball; track; volleyball; gymnastics; and wrestling. Additionally,
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students may participate in various classes at the Community Center which include: The
American Red Cross Babysitter’'s Training Course; baton; guitar lessons; piano lessons;
voice lessons and theater. Students also may become involved in concerts and special
events held at the Community Center. The Highlander Swimming Pool offers aquatics with
lap lanes, diving boards and a children’s training pool. Aquatic amenities offered include
certified swimming lessons and a sprayground.

The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center provides students a modern facility
featuring after-school programs, basketball leagues, teen programs and the state-of-the-art
Stirling Skate Park. Students may visit the Nature Center to participate in camps and the
following programs: Adventures in Nature; Birds, Butterflies & Bees; Hammock Desert
Trek; Spiders and Bats; and the Wild Orange Festival. Dunedin offers students
opportunities to enjoy the environment at fifteen (15) parks throughout the City including:
Amberlea Park; Curlew Creek Park; Dunedin Youth Guild Park; Eagle Scout Park;
Edgewater Linear Park; Elizabeth Skinner-Jackson Park; Hammock Park; Happy Tails Dog
Park; Highlander Park; John R. Lawrence Pioneer Park; Rotary Environmental Park;
Scottsdale Park; Weaver Park, Trailside Oasis Park and the Pinellas County Trail. Students
also may participate in sports at the following sports complexes: Englebert Recreation
Complex; Fisher Little League & Highland Fields; Jerry Lake Recreation Complex; and the
Vanech Recreation Complex.

Contact Information

After School Programs, Day Camps & Summer Camps
Jocelyn Brodhead

Recreation Coordinator

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center

550 Laura Lane

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727)738-2920 jpbrodhead@dunedinfl.net

Contact Information
Theater Camp

Gregg Svendgard
Recreation Coordinator
1920 Pinehurst Road
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)812-4536
gsvendgard@dunedinfl.net
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Contact Information
Sports Camps

Chris Hoban

Athletics Coordinator
1920 Pinehurst Road
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)812-4537
choban@dunedinfl.net

Contact Information

Specialty Camps

Jocelyn Brodhead

Recreation Coordinator

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center
550 Laura Lane

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727)738-2920

jbrodhead@dunedinfl.net

Contact Information
Aquatics

Alicia Castricone
Recreation Coordinator
Highlander Pool

1937 Ed Eckert Drive
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)298-3265
jbrodhead@dunedinfl.net

Contact Information

Stirling Skate Park

Jocelyn Brodhead

Recreation Coordinator

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center
550 Laura Lane

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727)738-2920

jbrodhead@dunedinfl.net
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CLOTHES TO KIDS

Our mission is to provide new and quality used clothing to low-income or in-crisis school-
age children in Pinellas County, free of charge.

Mailing Address and Clearwater Store:
1059 North Hercules Avenue

Clearwater, FL 33765

(727) 441-5050

St. Petersburg Store:

3251 3rd Avenue North, Suite 145
St. Petersburg, FL. 33713

(727) 327-7100

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Rotary Club of Dunedin
www.Dunedinrotaryclub.com
Grant application deadline is December 15, April 15.

Rotary Club of Dunedin Waterside
www.dunedinwaterside.com

Dunedin North Rotary Club

Kiwanis Club of Dunedin
www.orgsites.com/fl/dunedin

Dunedin Chamber of Commerce
www.dunedin-fl.com

Dunedin Chamber Cultural and Educational Foundation
Email: foundation@dunedin-fl.com
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Dunedin Youth Guild

P.0. Box 1453

Dunedin, FL 34698

www.dunedinyouthguild.org

Youth Scholarships, Adopt-a-Classroom, Field Trip Grants

DUNEDIN FINE ART CENTER

The Dunedin Fine Art Center (DFAC) provides a broad range of programs to children from
four and one-half (4.5) years of age, to teens fourteen (14) years of age. Five Summer Camp
Programs are offered including: Mini-Masters; Sizzlin’ Summer; Musical Theater; Mural
Madness and Art Squad. DFAC features an interactive Children’s Museum, youth classes
and workshops that allow students to explore their artistic and cognitive abilities.

DFAC offers four different birthday party themes for a member and non-member fee
including: Clay Jamboree; Arty-Party; Mr. Ray’s Musical Theater Celebration; and Hands-
On Celebration. DFAC, Dunedin Schools and the City of Dunedin will partner to present the
Dunedin School Visual Arts Showcase. The annual exhibit will feature the artwork of
students from Dunedin Schools and an opening reception. DFAC promotes membership in
Parent Teacher Associations (PTA) by providing a ten dollar ($10) discount to Parents
and/or families demonstrating proof of membership in any Dunedin School PTA. The
discount will save parents ten dollars ($10) on children’s classes and twenty dollars ($20)
on summer art camp programs.

Contact Information

Todd Still

Director of Youth Education
1143 Michigan Boulevard
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)298-DFAC
tstill@dfac.org

DUNEDIN FOR YOUTH FUND

Established in honor of former Mayor/Commissioner Manuel G. Koutsourais, the Dunedin
for Youth Fund (DYF), generates contributions from public, private and corporate sources.


http://www.dunedinyouthguild.org/

DUNEDIN PATHWAYS TO EDUCATION GUIDE

The funds provide scholarships for youth to participate in recreation and athletic
programs. DYF also accepts contributions for the Adopt-A-Camper program that provides
scholarships to camp for Dunedin children whose families meet the eligibility criteria.

Contact Information
Jocelyn Brodhead

550 Laura Lane

Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)738-2920
jbrodhead@dunedinfl.net

DUNEDIN HISTORICAL MUSEUM

An essential part of the mission of the Dunedin Historical Museum is to foster educational
opportunities in schools and non-traditional settings for students of all ages. Dunedin
offers a unique way for students to interact with local, national, and international history
and social issues. We rotate exhibits throughout the year, and develop related
programming and events for all exhibits. Some programs are offered each year, while
others might only be available for the duration of an exhibit. We are happy to work with
schools and educators on specific themes if none of the programs offered match the needs
of the class.

Education Programs:

Traveling Trunks:

This two-week loan program brings the Museum into your classroom. Traveling trunks are
based on local history and exhibit themes, and consist of curriculum which matches State
standards, artifacts (reproduction and occasionally original), and related books, CDs and
DVDs. Permanent trunks are Dunedin History, Dunedin and Stirling: Sister Cities and Pirates
in Pinellas. Some trunks which we have offered in the past are Journey Stories, the War of
1812 and Native Americans. This program is free for all schools and education centers.

Tours:

Group tours are offered at the Dunedin Historical Museum, Andrews Memorial Chapel and
the Dunedin Cemetery. Groups can tour one or multiple properties on the same day. DHM
has four galleries to explore, three of which change depending on the season. The Andrews
Memorial Chapel was built in 1888 and is now run as a non-denominational venue for
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events. AMC offers students a chance to see original, Victorian-era architecture. The
Dunedin Cemetery provides students a way to explore and discuss how the city of Dunedin
has changed over time. Tour fees vary depending on the needs of the group. Please call for
more information.

Lectures:

Museum staff can be scheduled to visit schools and are able to present lectures on various
topics. We also participate in educational days such as the Pinellas History Day, the Great
American Teach-In and National History Day. This is a free program.

Internships and Volunteering:

We welcome interns and volunteers of all ages. Some areas that our interns and volunteers
work in are Archives, Collection Management, Exhibit Design, Event Coordinating, Living
History, Special Events and Walking Tours. This is a great way for students to explore a
possible career path, gain volunteer hours for scholarships and be involved in their
community.

Contact Information and Hours
Dunedin Historical Museum
Museum Coordinator

349 Main Street

Dunedin, FL 34698

Phone: (727)736-1176

Fax: (727)736-4756

Email: info@dunedinmuseum.org

Mailing Address:
PO Box 2393
Dunedin, FL. 34697-2393

Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Admission:

Adults: $3.00
Children 12 and under Free
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DUNEDIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Library’s Youth Services department provides a variety of programs for children of all
ages including preschool, ‘tween, school age and teen activities. Regularly-scheduled
programs available at the Library are as follows: weekly story times for babies, toddlers
and preschoolers; Music Mash; LEGO Club; Sunday Fun Day; Super Speed Stackers; and
Night Owls Family Story Time. Dunedin Public Library has a yearly summer reading
program for all ages. During the school year, the Youth Services Department visits area
preschools and schools each month to perform outreach. Area schools may schedule visits
to the Library.

The Dunedin Public Library also has a thriving teen program. Our Dunedin Youth
Volunteers work with librarians in order to promote reading and some awesome
programming for the youth of our community. Volunteers work for Bright Futures hours
as well - and are involved in after school tutor help and computer tutoring!

Contact Information

Dunedin Public Library

Olivia Wilson, Librarian II, Head of Youth Services
223 Douglas Avenue

Dunedin, FL 34698

(727)298-3080 ext. 1705

owilson@dunedinfl.net

Katherine Kastanis, Librarian [, Teen Volunteer Coordinator
kkastanis@dunedinfl.net

ESOL FAMILY OUTREACH

The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) is designed to meet the diverse needs
of English language learners (ELLS) who come from home environments in which the
native language is other than English. These students may have difficulty understanding,
speaking, reading and writing the English language without additional support. Currently,
students who are eligible for the ESOL program services based on test results represent
more than 80 languages.
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Contact Information
Branka Prodanovic Hodzic
Pinellas County Schools
(727)588-6415
(727)588-5185 Fax
www.pcsb.org/esol

GIRLS INC. - GIRLS INCORPORATED OF PINELLAS

The purpose of Girls Inc. is to provide safe, accessible and affordable childcare and youth
development for girls 5-17 while building the girls’ capacity for responsible and confident
adulthood, economic independence and personal fulfillment, especially those from low and
moderate income families. This is accomplished by providing intensive educational and
recreational programming in a girls-only setting, both before school/after school and full-
time over holidays and summer at our fully licensed Pinellas Park campus.

The campus includes a 9,000 sq. foot Activities Center, 16,000 sq. foot playground,
administrative offices and a fleet of 2 buses and 3 vans. Girls Inc. collaborates with Pinellas
County Schools and provides transportation to and from 17 schools and the Girls Inc.
campus.

Contact Information
Girls Inc of Pinellas

7700 61st Street N
Pinellas Park, FL. 33781
(727)544-6230
(727545-5575 Fax
info@girlsinc-pinellas.org

GREAT AMERICAN TEACH-IN

Duke Energy annually sponsors the Great American Teach-In as a part of the Pinellas
County Schools Annual American Education Week Celebration. Community leaders and
parents visit the schools to discuss their careers with students. Contact the Teach-In
coordinator at any public school.
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GREEN AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS PROGRAM

The City of Dunedin’s Sustainability Program educates the public on opportunities to
improve the environment through recycling. Schools may schedule tours of the Solid
Waste Department and presentations from the Sustainability Coordinator on starting
school recycling programs and becoming green. Presentations on sustainability topics also
may be scheduled.

Contact Information
Christina Perez
Sustainability Coordinator
1070 Virginia St.

Dunedin, FL 34698
(727)298-3215 ext. 1324
cperez@dunedinfl.net

HONEYMOON ISLAND STATE PARK

Contact Information
#1 Causeway Boulevard
Dunedin, FL 34698
(727) 469-5942

HONEYMOON ISLAND STATE PARK - NATURE CENTER INDOOR ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS

Daily from 9:00 to 5:00

Ranger Programs at Honeymoon Island State Park:

Scavenger Hunt, Make-a-Snake, Bird Match Game, Shell Puzzle! Check out the cool beach
rocks, shells, feathers and bones. Watch a live seashell video! (30 minutes) Free with park
admission.

Contact Information
(727) 469-5943
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NATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

Schools hold this annual event to remind everyone of the simple joy of walking and biking
to school. Teachers, community leaders, law enforcement officials and businesses across
the globe join together with parents and their children to reinforce the importance of
physical activity and safety.

Mark your calendars - the Walk to School Day dates for 2015, 2016 and 2017 have been
set:

October 7, 2015

October 5, 2016

October 4, 2017

Contact Information
www.walkbiketoschool.org

PINELLAS COUNTY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The Pinellas Education Foundation is a coalition of business and community leaders who
work together to improve the quality of public education. They do this by advocating for
public education reform, creating programs to improve student and teacher performance
and raising funds for scholarships, grants and teacher recognition. Some of the most
successful Foundation programs are Youth Connect, the TSIC/Doorways Scholarship
Program, Enterprise Village and Finance Park, Teach for Excellence Classroom Grants and
the Frances Stavros Career Education Scholarships.

Contact Information

12090 Starkey Road

Largo, FL 33773

(727)588-4816
https://www.pinellaseducation.org/
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READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Dunedin elementary schools sponsor Read Across America Day annually each year in
celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday and to promote literacy and reading as a life-long
opportunity to learn. Community leaders and parents are invited to read to students
during this program. The day is celebrated on Dr. Seuss’ birthday, March 3.

Contact Information
www.readacrossamerica.org

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

Contact Information

Coordinator: Sarita Taylor

Florida Department of Transportation

605 Suwannee Street

M.S. 82

Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0450

(850) 414-4098

(850) 245-1554 Fax

Email: Sarita.taylor@dot.state.fl.us

State Website URL: Florida Safe Routes to School Program Web Site
www.dot.state.fl.us/safety/2A-Programs/Safe-Routes.shtm

SCHOOL CONTACTS

Academie Da Vinci School (K-5)
Lucy Foran, Principal

(727) 298-2778

(727) 298-2780 Fax

1060 Keene Rd.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-5407

8:30 am - 3:00 pm
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Athenian Academy (K-8)

Kathy Hershelman, School Leader
(727) 637-2718

(727) 298-2719 Fax

2817 St. Mark Dr.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-1920

8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Curtis Fundamental School
Pam Metz-Easley, Principal
(727) 638-6483

(727) 738-6488 Fax

531 Beltrees St.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-7999
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Discovery Academy of Science (K-12)
Emre Akbaba, Principal

(727) 637-9929

(727) 499-6828 Fax

1380 Pinehurst Rd.

Dunedin, FL 34698

8:10 am - 2:30 pm

Dunedin Academy
(727) 580-2042
1408 County Road 1
Dunedin, FL 34698

Dunedin Elementary School
Kerry Apuzzo, Principal
(727) 738-2990

(727) 738-2994 Fax

900 Union St.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-8231
8:35am - 2:35 pm
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Dunedin High School

Fundamental Program
(school-within-a-school)

Kyle Johnson, Principal

Valencia Gore, Program Coordinator
(727) 469-4100

(727) 469-4143 Fax

1651 Pinehurst Rd.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-3843

7:05am - 1:35 pm

Dunedin Highland Middle School
Chris Bates, Principal

(727) 469-4112

(727) 469-4115 Fax

70 Patricia Ave.

Dunedin, FL. 34698-8101

Garrison-Jones Elementary School
Karen Buckles, Principal

(727) 469-5716

(727) 469-5725 Fax

3133 Garrison Rd.

Dunedin, FL 34698-9255
8:35am - 2:35 pm

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School
Darrell Fulford, Principal

(727) 733-3776

730 San Salvador Drive

Dunedin, FL 34698
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Plato Academy

Stephen Donnelly, Principal

(727) 286-6249

1601 Curlew Rd.

Palm Harbor, FL 34683

8:40 am - 3:10 pm

Grades K-8

Email: Principalpalmharbor@PlatoAcademy.net

San Jose Elementary School
Monika Wolcott, Principal
(727) 469-5956

(727) 469-5960 Fax

1670 San Helen Dr.
Dunedin, FL. 34698-3400

5000 ROLE MODELS OF EXCELLENCE PROJECT

Pinellas County Schools’ 5000 Role Models of Excellence was created to boost the self-
image, social skills and academic performance of selected males, in part, by motivating
them to interact with respected and successful men from the community. This program
matches young men who are struggling in school with mentors who will meet with them on
aregular basis.

Any parent/guardian interested in more information may call or e-mail Dr. Valerie Brimm
at (727) 588-6405. brimmv@pcsb.org.

Contact Information
Dr. Valerie Brimm
(727) 588-6405
brimmv@pcsb.org
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